New York Construction Accident
Lawyer: Protecting Workers' Rights
and Securing Justice

New York City is home to some of the most iconic skylines in the world, with
towering structures that define the landscape. Behind these impressive
edifices are countless construction workers who risk their lives daily to bring
these architectural visions to life. Unfortunately, construction sites are also
some of the most hazardous workplaces, where accidents can lead to severe
injuries or even death. When a worker is injured or Killed on the job, the role

of a New York Construction Accident Lawyer becomes crucial in securing
justice and compensation for the victims and their families.



https://www.morellilaw.com/areas-we-serve/new-york-ny/construction-accident-lawyer/

The Reality of Construction Accidents in New
York

Construction accidents in New York are alarmingly common, and the
consequences can be devastating. According to the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA), construction sites are responsible for a
significant percentage of workplace fatalities. The "Fatal Four" - falls, being
struck by an object, electrocution, and being caught in or between objects -
account for most of these tragic events.

In a bustling city like New York, where construction projects are constantly
underway, the risk of accidents is magnified. Workers are often exposed to
dangerous conditions, including working at great heights, operating heavy
machinery, and handling hazardous materials. When safety protocols are not
strictly enforced or when employers neglect their duty to provide a safe
working environment, the likelihood of accidents increases.

The Role of a New York Construction
Accident Lawyer

A New York Construction Accident Lawyer specializes in representing workers
who have been injured or the families of those who have lost their lives due to
construction-related incidents. These legal professionals are well-versed in
New York's complex labor laws, safety regulations, and the unique challenges
that construction accident cases present.

1. Investigating the Accident:

The first step a New York Construction Accident Lawyer takes is to thoroughly
investigate the circumstances surrounding the accident. This includes
reviewing accident reports, interviewing witnesses, and gathering evidence
such as photographs, video footage, and safety inspection records. The goal is
to establish the cause of the accident and determine who is responsible.



2. Identifying Liable Parties:

In many construction accident cases, multiple parties may be liable for the
worker's injuries. These can include the construction company,
subcontractors, equipment manufacturers, and even property owners. A
skilled lawyer will meticulously analyze the situation to identify all potential
defendants. This is critical because the more parties that can be held
accountable, the greater the chances of securing maximum compensation.

3. Navigating Workers' Compensation and Third-Party
Claims:

In New York, injured construction workers are typically entitled to workers'
compensation benefits. However, these benefits often do not cover the full
extent of the damages, such as pain and suffering or loss of future earnings. A
New York Construction Accident Lawyer can help workers file a workers'
compensation claim while also exploring the possibility of a third-party
lawsuit. This type of lawsuit can be filed against a party other than the
employer, such as a negligent subcontractor or equipment manufacturer,
allowing the injured worker to pursue additional compensation.

4. Fighting for Fair Compensation:

Construction accidents can result in significant medical expenses, lost wages,
and long-term disabilities. In cases of wrongful death, families are left to cope
with the emotional and financial burden of losing a loved one. A New York
Construction Accident Lawyer works tirelessly to ensure that clients receive
fair compensation for their losses. This can include medical expenses,
rehabilitation costs, lost income, diminished earning capacity, pain and
suffering, and, in wrongful death cases, funeral expenses and loss of
companionship.

5. Ensuring Compliance with Safety Regulations:



New York has strict safety regulations in place to protect construction
workers, including the New York Labor Law Sections 200, 240, and 241. These
laws impose a duty on employers and property owners to maintain a safe work
environment. For example, Labor Law 240, often referred to as the "Scaffold
Law,"” requires that proper safety measures be in place to protect workers from
falls. A New York Construction Accident Lawyer ensures that these regulations
are enforced and that any violations are brought to light in the pursuit of
justice.

The Role of a New York Wrongful Death
Lawyer in Construction Accident Cases

Tragically, not all construction accidents result in injuries that workers can
recover from. In some cases, the injuries are fatal, leaving families to grieve
the loss of a loved one. When a construction accident leads to death, a New
York Wrongful Death Lawyer steps in to represent the interests of the
deceased's family.

1. Understanding Wrongful Death Claims:

A wrongful death claim can be filed when a person's death is caused by the
negligence, recklessness, or intentional act of another party. In the context of
construction accidents, wrongful death claims often arise when an employer,
subcontractor, or other party fails to adhere to safety regulations or takes
other negligent actions that lead to a worker's death.

2. Seeking Compensation for Families:

The death of a construction worker can have a profound impact on their
family, both emotionally and financially. A New York Wrongful Death Lawyer
works to secure compensation for the family that can cover a range of
damages, including:
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Funeral and Burial Expenses: The costs associated with laying a loved one to
rest can be significant, and a wrongful death claim can help cover these
expenses.

Lost Wages and Benefits: If the deceased was the primary breadwinner, the
family might be entitled to compensation for the income and benefits they
would have provided.

Loss of Companionship: The emotional pain of losing a loved one is
immeasurable, but wrongful death claims can provide compensation for the
loss of companionship, guidance, and support.

Punitive Damages: In cases where the responsible party's actions were
particularly egregious, punitive damages may be awarded to punish the
wrongdoer and deter similar conduct in the future.

3. Navigating the Legal Process:

Filing a wrongful death claim in New York involves navigating a complex legal
process. A New York Wrongful Death Lawyer guides families through this
process, handling all aspects of the case, from filing the necessary paperwork
to representing the family in court. Their goal is to alleviate the legal burden
on the family so they can focus on healing while ensuring that justice is served.

The Importance of Choosing the Right
Lawyer

Construction accident cases and wrongful death claims are highly specialized
areas of law that require a deep understanding of both the legal landscape and
the construction industry. When selecting a New York Construction Accident
Lawyer or New York Wrongful Death Lawyer, it is essential to choose someone
with experience, a proven track record of success, and a commitment to
fighting for the rights of workers and their families.

1. Experience in Construction Accident Cases:



An experienced lawyer will have a thorough understanding of New York's
labor laws and safety regulations, as well as the ability to effectively
investigate and litigate complex construction accident cases. They will know
how to identify all liable parties, negotiate with insurance companies, and, if
necessary, take the case to trial to secure the compensation their client
deserves.

2. Compassion and Dedication:

Construction accidents and wrongful death cases are deeply personal, and the
emotional toll on the victims and their families can be overwhelming. A
compassionate lawyer will not only provide legal expertise but also offer
support and understanding during a difficult time. They will be dedicated to
their client's well-being and committed to achieving a just outcome.

3. A Proven Track Record:

When choosing a New York Construction Accident Lawyer or New York
Wrongful Death Lawyer, it's important to consider their track record of
success. This includes reviewing past case results, client testimonials, and
their reputation within the legal community. A lawyer with a strong track
record is more likely to deliver positive results.

Conclusion

Construction workers in New York play a vital role in building and maintaining
the city's infrastructure, but they also face significant risks on the job. When
accidents happen, a New York Construction Accident Lawyer is essential in
ensuring that injured workers receive the compensation they deserve and that
justice is served. Similarly, when a construction accident results in a tragic
death, a New York Wrongful Death Lawyer provides crucial support to grieving
families, helping them navigate the legal process and secure compensation for
their loss.



