
The Anatomy of a Fixed Blade Knife

The fixed blade knife is an essential tool for many outdoor enthusiasts, hunters, and survivalists. These knives are known for their reliability, strength, and

versatility. One crucial component of a fixed blade knife that often goes unnoticed is the tang. The tang is the portion of the blade that extends into the handle and

provides stability and balance to the knife. Let's take a closer look at the different types of tangs and their significance in fixed blade knives.

The Importance of Tangs in Fixed Blade Knives

The tang of a fixed blade knife plays a vital role in determining the knife's overall strength and durability. A full tang knife has a blade that extends to the full length

and width of the handle, offering optimal strength and balance. This type of tang is highly desirable for its ability to withstand heavy-duty tasks such as chopping

wood or prying.

On the other hand, partial tangs are more common in knives designed for lighter tasks or as decorative pieces. These tangs only extend partially into the handle,

which may compromise the overall strength of the knife. While partial tangs can still be effective for certain tasks, they may not be as reliable in demanding

situations.

The Different Types of Tangs

1. Full Tang

A full tang is the gold standard when it comes to fixed blade knives. As mentioned earlier, a full tang extends the entire length and width of the handle. This type

of tang provides maximum strength, stability, and durability. It also ensures that the blade does not become detached from the handle, even under extreme

pressure. If you're looking for a dependable and robust fixed blade knife, a full tang is the way to go.

2. Rat-Tail Tang

Rat-tail tangs are named after their slender, tapered appearance, resembling the tail of a rat. These tangs are usually thinner and narrower than full tangs and do

not provide the same level of strength and stability. Rat-tail tangs are commonly found in decorative or lightweight knives where aesthetics and portability are

prioritized over sheer strength.

3. Hidden Tang

Hidden tangs, also known as stick tangs, are partially inserted into the handle, leaving the majority of the tang concealed. This type of tang is commonly used in

knives with distinctive handles, such as those made from exotic wood or antler. While hidden tangs may sacrifice some strength compared to full tangs, they can

still provide adequate performance for light to moderate cutting tasks.

4. Encapsulated Tang

An encapsulated tang is a hybrid of a full tang and a hidden tang. This type of tang is partially inserted into the handle, with the remaining tang encapsulated by a

material such as resin or rubber. Encapsulated tangs offer the benefits of a full tang by providing increased stability and strength, while still allowing for the use of

unique handle materials.

Choosing the Right Tang for Your Needs

When selecting a fixed blade knife, considering the type of tang is crucial. Your choice should depend on the intended use of the knife. If you require a sturdy tool

that can withstand heavy-duty tasks, a full tang knife is the best option. However, if you prioritize aesthetics, lightweight design, or specific handle materials, a

hidden tang or encapsulated tang knife may be more suitable.

The Verdict

The tang of a fixed blade knife is an essential consideration that directly impacts its strength, balance, and overall performance. Whether you're an outdoor

enthusiast or a knife collector, understanding the different types of tangs can help you make an informed decision and choose the right knife for your needs.
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